HURRICANE / STORM PREP FOR BOAT

BEFORE THE STORM
_____ 
Take pre-storm photo inventory of interior and exterior of boat
_____
Check the dock for loose nails, boards and debris or broken cleats
_____
Inspect risers and mooring lines for wear and signs of corrosion

_____
Inspect dock box drainage hole and lid latch. Stow water hose. Secure lid.
_____  Tie down or remove all loose gear from dock area
_____  Take photos of any items that need repair or of a concern

_____
Report any needed repairs to Harbor Master

_____
Identify a “boat buddy” and inform the Harbor Master

_____
Review harbor storm prep plan

_____
Inventory storm kit for missing or outdated items, replace as needed

_____
Extra sets of dock lines


_____
Chafe gear


_____
Tape rolls – gorilla, non-residue duct tape and blue painter tape

_____
Plastic spot ties – heavy duty, all sizes
_____
Check operation of automatic bilge pumps and sump pumps
_____
Make sure bilges are clean and free of debris that could clog pumps
WHEN STORM WARNINGS ARE IN EFFECT

General Boat Preparations

_____
Fuel – top off tanks

_____
Water – top off tanks

_____
Holding tank – pump out

_____
Position boat so that bow is pointed to wind

_____
Position fenders

_____
Remove and stow all exterior movable objects on decks

_____
Make sure marina manager has key to boat if we are not aboard

_____
Secure boat with additional dock lines, spring lines
Fly Bridge:

_____
Bimini – remove, fold and stow in Vee birth

_____
Bimini frame – tape three forward, one aft (down)
_____
Bimini frame straight pole – remove and stow in main salon 

_____
Instruments and covers – place large zip lock bags over radar repeater 

and chart plotter.  
_____
Plug holes in eyebrow deck where wires lead to main cabin (tape towels in place)

_____
Eyebrow doors – secure door edges (except bottom) with duct tape, leave vents 
open

_____
Cushions for settees – store in Vee birth or forward of settees. Wedge in place.
_____
Captains chair – remove cushions and stow
_____
Items in seat storage holds, secure hold lids with safety wire through specially 
mounted eye bolts
_____
Antennas - fold down and secure if needed.
_____
Dinghy – tie down and secure in place or remove to secure land location
_____
Dinghy – remove both drain plug and bilge plug

_____
Sliding hatch – insert stop screw to secure in open position

_____  Tape freezer tie-down so it doesn’t flap

_____  Inflatable life jackets – bring down to interior

Forward Deck:

_____
Lines – use additional lines, secure or stow others, 
_____
Window / door screens – stow in starboard settee on fly bridge, secure latches
_____
Hatch latches – secure with clips

Aft Deck:
_____
Cushions – stow in Vee birth

_____
Furniture - tie down straps to aft rail 
_____
Tables - stow in main salon
_____
Folding chairs - fold and stow in main salon
_____
Ice chest – remove cushion and stow
_____
Secure ice machine door (remove ice and water)
Aft Cockpit:

_____
Remove any items, i.e., life ring or extra lines, stow, 
_____
Check lazzerette for movable or shifting items, tie in place

_____  Tape lazzerette deck hatch

_____
Dock box (igloo) – stow in main salon

_____  Steps – tie or secure to rails

_____  American flag – bring in pole

_____  Suitcases in lazarette – bring inside and pack if indicated

Exterior General
_____
Check and secure all portholes – remove and stow pop-in screens

_____
Sliding doors – seal with tape to prevent leaks from driving rain
Interior General

_____
secure or remove all interior objects that may shift

_____
Remove anything of value that might be destroyed or damaged (or stolen)

Engine Room:

_____
Fill up plastic bottles with water
_____ 
Close all thru hulls fittings, hang red tags
_____ 
Close fuel valves – hang red tags
_____
Secure all loose items
Vee Birth and Head:

____
Secure hanging locker doors and drawers

____
Secure loose items on shelves and in cabinets

____
Close sink thru-hull valve

Main Saloon:

____
Dining table – turn over (bottom up)
____
Desk drawers and cabinets - secure latches

____
Prep and tape window frames and doors as much as possible

____
Stereo and printer – secure in place
____
Wall documents – protect, tape or remove all hanging items

Galley:
____
Empty refrigerators, fruit saver and microwave
____    Turn off power to all appliances

____    Secure extra beverages, keep from rolling (take home extra wines and liquors?)

____
Clear countertops

____
Secure items in cabinets and lock doors

Laundry Room:
____
Remove and box loose items
Stateroom and Head:
____
Remove all items on cabinet tops

____    Remove and stow porthole screens

____
Secure hanging locker doors and drawers

____
Close head sink thru-hull valve

____
Close galley sink thru-hull valve

LAST BUT NOT LEAST
_____
Tape phone numbers on glass side of windows and aft door if we leave
_____
Electrical cord - Disconnect and stow in forward port hatch, secure latches
_____
Take post-prep photo inventory of interior and exterior of boat

_____
Review standard closing the boat check list

TAKE WITH

____    First Aid gear, meds and supplies

____    Foul weather jackets
____ 
Hand held electronics (including walkie talkies) and chargers
____
Cell phone and chargers (including car charger) or 300 watt portable inverter

____
Document binders, survey photos and captains log book

_____
Ditch bag and EPIRB

_____
Cash and documents

_____
Computers

_____
Water, food, and possibly orange survival bag
_____
clothing

AFTER STORM

_____ Take post-storm photo inventory of interior and exterior of boat if damage exists
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